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CORE VALUE

Put People First

We seek opportunities to

show compassion, to build
someone up, to connect on
a human level and make the
world a kinder place. i




SRS

Science at our core, children in our hearts.

Dear Friend,

It has been five years since we first piloted our early education program, and we are
proud to share that 2019 was a breakthrough year for VOCEL. We doubled the number
of children and parents we serve in the Child Parent Academy. We launched a new
initiative to coach Chicago Public Schools principals on our approach to early learning.
And we began to share our model on a national level as part of Frontiers of Innovation
at Harvard University’s Center on the Developing Child.

As much as we worked to deliver external growth, however, we also joined as a team to
further cultivate the people, culture, and beliefs that define us as an organization. We
know that the return on this investment will be significant in the years to come, aligning
how and where we innovate and keeping us focused on our purpose and mission as we
continue to grow.

On the pages that follow, together with our accomplishments and outcomes, we're
sharing VOCELs core values, which were codified in 2019. These inform how we work
and interact with each other and those we serve; our vision for a kinder, more equitable
world; and underscore our enduring commitment to the future leaders of Chicago.

With gratitude,

Barbara Koren Kelly Pow;

Chair, Board of Directors Executive Director



CORE VALUE

Welcome All

We convene champions
from every corner; we value
a collective of powerful,
diverse individuals to inspire
one another, collaborate, and
create change. i



CHILD PARENT ACADEMY WHO & WHERE WE SERVE
Child Parent Academy Sites

2019-2020 school year

Partner since

We're bringing quality early learning 2018 ] 2019
to more families in more communities
across Chicago.

We added seven new Child Parent Academy school partners in

2019, allowing us to serve 150 families and marking a 650 percent ° 0. 8

growth in our geographic reach since the program’s inception in 1]

2016. Our expansion has strategically targeted communities that == o)

1) are growing in population of households with children under the

age of five; 2) have limited access to early learning opportunities; .

and 3) have a higher density of low-income households.

ABOUT OUR scHooL PARTNERsS We work with schools that are PS ‘ (

actively cultivating strong family involvement and consider the ® o iy

Child Parent Academy part of these efforts. () )
[ ]

About the Families We Serve

Percentage of responses from 20192020 school year cohorts

Caregiver Education Level Household Income Child Primary Language

4th—9th grade 23% Below FPL* 40% Spanish 53%

10th—12th grade 14% Low income® 77% English 29%

HS diploma/GED 42% Mid/high-income 5% Spanish & English 13%

Assoc. degree/other 5% Prefer not answer 18% Arabic & English 5%

H O,
Bachelors or hlgher 13% * Federal Poverty Line (FPL): Annual

Prefer not answer 3% income of $25,750 for a family of four.

" Annual income of $47,638 for a family of four.



CHILD PARENT ACADEMY 2018-2019 SCHOOL YEAR OUTCOMES

What Parents Say

Responses from 2018-2019 school year parent satisfaction survey
| know more about my My child is better
r N o, r\ o,
L & 92% childs development. am 100% prepared for school.

| feel more supported | would recommend this
r N o, r\ o,
L &l 92% by other parents. am 100% program to other parents.

e
CORE VALUE

Promote Equity

We acknowledge systems of
oppression and work to help
dismantle them, consistently
elevating the voices of our
children and families. i



CHILD PARENT ACADEMY 2018-2019 SCHOOL YEAR OUTCOMES

We believe learning should be hands-on, messy, and fun.

Our innovative approach is grounded in child development, attachment, and pedagogy.
As their first and best teachers, parents receive insights and support to help their

children develop capabilities that promote academic success.

PRESCHOOL READINESS & PARENT RESPONSIVENESS

In the 2018-2019 school year, we served 75 families who met weekly for 10 months at eight different sites.
We measured their proficiencies at the beginning and end of the session.

Progress Towards Preschool Readiness: Average proficiency on VOCEL’s measures of preschool readiness in children

CURIOSITY & INITIATIVE

How children initiate interaction and
learning, explore their environment,
and follow an idea with intentionality.

SEP. 18 65%

EMPATHY

How children grow in their
ability to understand and share
in someone else’s feelings.

JUNE “19 85%

SEP. 18 44%

EXPRESSIVE COMMUNICATION

How children communicate
their ideas through verbal and
nonverbal expression.

SEP. ‘18 58%

Improvements in Adult-Child Interactions: Average proficiency on VOCEL’s mea

sures of parent responsiveness

FOLLOWS IDEAS

How parents respond to and
get involved with their child’s
activities and ideas.

SEP. ‘18 55%

RESPONDS TO EMOTIONS

How parents react to their
child’s positive or negative feelings
with understanding.

JUNE “19 90%

SEP.“18 52%

REPLIES TO WORDS

How parents communicate with their
child (i.e., repeat words, talk about
what child says, and ask questions).

JUNE “19 81%

SEP. 18 54%




VALUE

Innovate with
Intention

We work purposefully to
identify challenges both big
and small, learn, grow and
lead; we tackle the tough stuff
and do it all over again. "8




ENGAGING WITH FRONTIERS OF INNOVATION

Center on the Developing Child
& HARVARD UNIVERSITY

How we’re building our programs
to achieve breakthrough outcomes.

At Harvard University’s Center on the Developing Child,
leading researchers and early education experts are working
to drive science-based innovation that achieves breakthrough
outcomes for children and families facing adversity.

In 2019, VOCEL was invited into the Center’s Frontiers of
Innovation Learning Community, a cohort of on-the-ground
initiatives determined to have the potential to achieve
population-level impact at scale. Over the last 10 months,
we’ve been working with the Center’s team to calibrate and
expand our evaluation models and then use these findings to
refine our program design to increase impact.

ABOUT THE FRONTIERS OF INNOVATION LEARNING COMMUNITY

The Frontiers of Innovation Learning Community is a diverse cadre of early-
stage programs that have the potential to catalyze new developments in

the field of early education. While no two projects in the portfolio look the
same, all share an overarching theory of change, which hypothesizes that in
order to achieve breakthrough outcomes for children, we must actively build
the self-regulation skills, executive functioning, and mental health of the
adults who care for them.



CORE VALUE

Embrace the
Child Within

We prioritize fun,
approaching our work
with playfulness and joy. 7§




SHARING OUR MODEL BUILDING EARLY LEARNING LEADERS

Chicago
ﬁf?é‘ﬁg‘ém FUND

We're sharing our approach with the people and
environments that impact Chicago’s youngest learners.

In the fall of 2019, Chicago Public Schools rolled out an exciting and ambitious plan
to make full-day preschool available to every four-year-old in Chicago. With 2,800
new preschool seats, public elementary schools across the city are expanding their
programs, staff, and buildings to reach the youngest learners.

With support from The Chicago Public Education Fund, VOCEL is piloting the
Building Early Learning Leaders (BELL) initiative, a new principal-coaching program
where we share our early learning philosophy to create strong and vibrant pre-K
classroom environments in Chicago public schools.

VOCEL’S EARLY LEARNING PHILOSOPHY

We believe young children learn best in the context of relationships and environments
where there are three key characteristics:

R o o)

High levels of Many opportunities for Frequent and robust
emotional support. children to be creative, communication between
experiment, and own adults and children, and

their learning. among children.



2019 HIGHLIGHTS

We hosted the inaugural
session of VOCEL's Summer
Fam Bam at our headquarters
in the Austin neighborhood. r y
Over 40 children, parents, and
caregivers engaged in play-

based classes.

VOCEL’s team and
representatives attended
18 community festivals
and back-to-school
events reaching over 800
community members
and promoting VOCEL’s
programming.

L —

Purpose-driven

marketing firm a

CIVILIAN generously 4 We shared our mission,
donated their time : & vision, and approach in
and talent to help 14 different presentations
us revamp our = el 4 with over 1,400 audience

brand narrative. <& ’ members.
) ==
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FINANCIALS

For the fiscal year running September 2018 through August 201g.
Audited statements available on request.

REVENUE BY CATEGORY

In-Kind

Program ———

Events

— Corporate & Foundation

Individuals

EXPENSES BY CATEGORY

Administration —

— Program

Fundraising ——

In FY19, VOCEL increased organizational capacity for fundraising and operational growth
to support the expansion of the Child Parent Academy and other pilot initiatives.

11
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FUNDER SPOTLIGHT The John Buck Company
Foundation

“We invest in VOCEL's mission because it aligns with our
own to elevate and strengthen Chicago communities.”

JOHN BUCK | CEO, The John Buck Company

In 2019, VOCEL was honored to be the signature beneficiary of The John Buck Company
Foundation’s 31st Annual Spring Fling. As the real estate community’s largest fundraiser, the
event raised more than $900,000, with $250,000 going to support VOCELs programs.”

As a key funder since 2014, this transformative gift is only the latest chapter in VOCEL’s ongoing
partnership with the Foundation. “We are very conservative with our investments,” says Donna
Wright, Chair of the Foundation’s Civic Involvement Committee. “We were drawn to VOCEL’s
model because it aligns with our strategy to focus on early education for children age zero to
three, but we also monitor the impact of our giving. We've been following VOCEL’s growth
closely from the beginning.”

Pictured, from left to right: VOCEL’s Kelly Powers and Jesse Ilhardt together with John Buck and VOCEL Board Chair
Barbara Koren; the event brings together more than 2,500 attendees and 125 sponsors along the Chicago River at
the Merchandise Mart; Donna Wright, Dawn Dolan, and Sherri Davis of the The John Buck Company.



2019 CONTRIBUTORS For gifts received between September 1, 2018 and August 31, 2019.

VOCEL's village of supporters is fueling
our growth and momentum.

“Part of multi-year gift

"Multiplied impact with matching gift

$75,000+
IMC*

$50,000- $74,999

New Coast Foundation®

Skender Foundation”

Daniel Tierney & Anke
Faber

$25,000-$49,999
Bright Promises
Foundation®

Mary & Paul Finnegan

Finnegan Family
Foundation

Frechette Family
Foundation

Frontiers of Innovation

Cook County Justice
Advisory Council”

Mr. & Mrs. Michael
Keiser Donor Advised
Fund

Lincoln Park Preschool
& Kindergarten®

$10,000-$24,999

Debra Corson

Char & Larry Damron
Paul Gearen

GEM Realty Capital

Good Heart Work
Smart Foundation

Lindy Hirschsohn
& Chris Coetzee”

Houlihan Lokey™
Barbara Koren

Tom & Sally Powers

The John Buck Company

The Lavin Bernick
Huber Charitable Fund

$5,000-$9,999
Andrew & Alice Fischer
Charitable Trust

Baird

Amy & Gabe Cabhill?

Jonathon & Valencia
Fellows

Patricia & Jerry Fellows
Ben & Jesse Ilhardt™

Kayne Anderson Capital
Advisors Foundation

Winnie & Lawrence
Kearns

William MclIntosh

Ellen Morgan & Sheldon
Zenner

BNSF Railway

St. Teresa of Avila in
Action

The University of
Chicago Giving
Something Back

Susan Toth

Marcus & Anne Wedner

Wege Foundation

$2,500-$4,999
Arkes Family
Foundation

Arthur J. Gallagher®
Kevin & Linda Conway

First Presbyterian
Church of La Grange

Jennie Funk & Brian
Jansen

Bill Gee
Stacey & Gabriel Gillett

Louis & Meredith
Hellebusch

Kent Ilhardt

Please note: Funding from The Chicago Public Education Fund (referenced on page 9 of this report) and the gift from
The John Buck Company Foundation’s 2019 Spring Fling (on page 12) are both being received in the 2020 fiscal year.
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2019 CONTRIBUTORS For gifts received between September 1, 2018 and August 31, 2019.

Lisa Kueng &
Tony Green

Julie Lakonishok
Latham & Watkins
Northern Trust
Matthew Steinmetz

The Retirement ‘
Research Foundation™

$1,000-$2,499
Margaret & Anan
Abu-Taleb

Erin Amico

Tony & Jean Barbato
Barbara Bernick
Margaret Butsback
Ann Byrne

Amy Carbone

Brian & Zada Clarke

lan Coelho & Morlie
Patel

Loretta & Bob Cooney

Fox, Swibel, Levin
& Carroll, LLP

Fogelson Family
Foundation

John & Ann Gearen
Andrew Gore

Thomas & Alison
Hafner

Dawn & Ted Helwig
Patty Henderson
Elizabeth & Dan Huber

Ardmore Roderick
Cecily & Arthur Kaz
Kathleen Kolodgy™
David Koo

Jack & Becky Krasaeath
Carolyn & Mike Laughlin
Chase Levey

Adam Levy & Dana
Keiser

Amy & Mike Manelli

Mark & Sandy
McLaughlin

Stephen McLaughlin

Christopher & Amanda
Miller

Michael & Sherri Miske
Alexander Moody

Neuberger Berman
Foundation®

Charles Osweiler
Linda & Stephen Patton
Ashley Pletz

Julie & Marko Ratesic
Viki & Tom Rivkin
Ellen Rosen

Jenny Rumpel

Sagalyn Family Fund
Nick & Ariele Scodro
Anne & Darren Snyder
Pauline Taylor

The Kellcie Fund

Andrew & Kathleen
Turnbull

Dirk & Donna Vos
Tina Wardrop
Wintrust

Ronna & Steven Zoll

$500-$999

Anonymous

Kathleen AlImaney
Jennifer Alter-Warden
Tamara & Robert Buday
David & Lisa Burik
David Caffrey

Theresa Corrao &
Matthew Leonard

Matthew & Christina
Eaves’

Jennifer Edgcomb

Envestnet Giving
Program®

Brenda Feis

Nick & Lisa Foussianes
Molly Gilles

Google'

Jeff & Cathy Grimes
Hajax Partners

Janeen Hayward
Michelle Hayward

Juliana & Stephen
Hellebusch

Jenny Hurd
Safiyah Jackson
Cathy & Ethan Kahn

Frank Karl

Chris & Elizabeth
Keiser®

Jack Kelly™

Thomas J. Kichler &
Pascale V. Kichler

Cindy Killips
Jennifer Kim
Shelby King
Adeline Koren
Jayne Krulewitch

Cohen Meyer Donor
Advised Fund

Microsoft™

Porcaro Stolarek Mete
Partners, LLC

Kelly Powers

Sarah Rassey

John & Therese Rigas
Mary Beth Rooney
Farin Scheinfeld
Roger Scommegna
Scott & Patti Swakow
Val Vlahos

Kathy Wolf

Woodland Maintenance
Group, LLC

$250-$499

Anonymous
The Pogue Family
Patty Barbato



EARLY EXPRESSIONS LUNCHEON

Our annual celebration of innovation in early learning.

Every year, 400+ early learning advocates and supporters gather at VOCEL's annual Early
Expressions Luncheon to celebrate innovations in the field and hear thoughtful discussion
on a range of issues, including national policy, breakthrough advancements in pedagogy and
research, and representation within the sector. Since 2015, this event has raised nearly

$1 million to support VOCEL's programming and continued growth.

KEYNOTE PRESENTERS

2019 2018 2017 2016 2015

Myra Jones-Taylor Philip Fisher, PhD Arne Duncan Bruce Perry, MD, PhD Dana Suskind, MD

ZERO to THREE Center on the Emerson Collective, The ChildTrauma Thirty Million Words
Developing Child at ~ Former U.S. Secretary Academy Initiative, UChicago
Harvard University of Education Medicine

THE 2019 EVENT RAISED NEARLY $250,000 TO SUPPORT OUR PROGRAMS

Pictured from left to right at 2019’s sold-out luncheon at the Standard Club: Lucy Asadorian, Larry Damron, and
Etta Boot; VOCEL Co-Founder and Managing Director of Programs Jesse Ilhardt; VIP Reception; Lisa Wiersma and
Adam Arents of IMC with Woody McCally of the Finnegan Family Foundation.

15
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2019 CONTRIBUTORS For gifts received between September 1, 2018 and August 31, 2019.

Carol Barron
Belden

Lee Benisek
Jennifer Benson

Liz Bushaw

Shaun Considine
Sue & Doug DeRock
Daphne Dolan

Elizabeth & Brian
Farmer

Susan & Pat Flood
Stanley & Ruth Friedell
David & Heather Geon
Gwen Gilles

Nate Gimpel®

Dan & Caroline
Grossman

Christopher Hoffman
Doug & Bonnie Ilhardt
Susan Kaden

Susan Kossiakoff

Merry Beth & Jim
Kowakzyk

Michael & Barbara
Lauesen

Jonathan & Stephanie
Marks

Roslyn Miller

Natalie Monterastelli
Shawn-Laree O’Neil
Mari Pagone-Franklin
Paul Hastings, LLP"
Callen Raveret

RBN Insurance Services
Albert & Debbie Ricchio
Jason Rosenthal

Juliana Schafer

Kendall Shearer

Mike Taylor

PwC

Ceta Walters

Leonard Weiskirch
Sandra Weiskirch
Wolter Investment Co.

$100-$249

Anonymous
Michael & Tara Abello
Matthew Abu-Taleb

Allison Ackerman-
Guberman

AmazonSmile
Denise Atkins

Steve Balash
Katharine Bensinger
Paul Betlinski

Ony Beverly

Nancy Brandes
Julia Bristow

Debbie & Matthew
Brown

Mary Ellen Callow
Nora Clark
Phil Coover
Nicholas Cummins

Tim Davitt

Stephen & Kristine
Dieter

Discover Financial
Services’

Daniel Dorfman
Conor Dorgan
Stacy Ehrlich
Linlee Elbert
Barbara Elmer
Cassie Eng
Nancy Erickson
Amy Everard
Debbie Frisch

Jonathan & Rachael
Fritz

Erik Gardstrom

James & Louise Gates
Danelle Gay

Josephine Giannoulias
Thomas Gilbertson
Yvonne Gomes Coelho
Brittany Graunke
Great Central Brewery
Adrienne Green

Amy Gudgeon

Christina & Adam
Hachikian

Jane Hagen
Jennifer Harris
Katie Hollerbach

Jordan & Jimmy
Holloran

Nicole Kazee
Steve Keleman
Christopher Keogh
Heather Khalaf

Jill Kidd

Alice Kohn

Jonathan & Danette
Krogh

Shermin Kruse

Derek Kuns

Cindy Laegeler

Carrie Littman

Alyson Marguerat

Dan Marting

Jen McGowan-Tomke
Patrick McKune

Lisa Metzger-Mugg
The Michaels Family
Carol Montgomery Fate
Jeffery & Mary Mowery
Jennifer Naguit

Diva Neims

New Moms

Jonathon Newbury
Jodiann Pacer

Cynthia Paulauskas
Adrian Pellen

Amy Perkal

Candace Peterson
Caelen Phillips

Valerie Pokladowski
Robert & Molly Powers



2019 CONTRIBUTORS For gifts received between September 1, 2018 and August 31, 2019.

Nancy Quinn

Bob Neuhaus & Jane
Raveret

Charles & Marilynn
Rivkin

Laura Roberts
Vibeke Roesch

Lance Russell

Cailie & Jeff Ryan
Rohan Sajdeh
Andrea Sarther
Kristin Schrepferman
Sandra Sebolt-Pogge

Monica Holliday
Sherman & Adam
Sherman

Eric & Lisa Sorensen
Megan Sullivan
Vanessa Swakow
Melissa Swakow
Joseph Tereba

Carol Teske
Stephanie Thai
Olivia Tuck

Carol Waugh
Augustin Wegscheider
Suzy Weinberg

Ron & Patty Weiss
Brian Wendle
Lindsay Wickman
Matilda Wilhoite

Jodi & Chris Wine
Kristy & Bill Woolfolk

Lucy Yang

Orion Zhao & Lindsey
Procknow

UP TO $99

Anonymous

Katie Allsop
Gretchen & John Barko
Bela Barner

Sarah Barr

Matt & Colleen Bogue®
Sebastian Bohorquez
Jess Bohorquez
Marlon Bohorquez
Tracey Buckley
Bobby Burkhardt
Nick Canada
German Castaneda
Brian Patrick Cercek
Alissa Clancy
Meghan Colgan

Bob Contino
Elizabeth Cotto
Kelsey Cramer

Laura Cummings
Thu Dang

Nate Dearth

Kelly Dicken

Rob Dixon

Ittai Eres

Peter Escobar
Allison Ettlinger

Caryn Fliegler
James & Nancy Flink
Jamie Fusello
Cameron Gearen
Maria Guzman
Matt Hallgren
Peter Hanks

Ellie Hay

Julie Hernandez
Jacqueline Horn
Alisha Hsu

Jamie Huenink
Kristen Jacobsen
Kevin Jones
Dianne Kirtley
Jenelle Klemz
Alex Kocoj

Adam Kucharski
John Lagedrost
Peter Lambrinatos
Oscar Lanner
Phillip Lee

Jake Levine
Dmitriy Litvak
Michael Lopez
Jean Luo

Kyra Marcano
Doug & Amanda Marks
Bob Marshall
Larissa Mattei
Kelly McCarthy
William McCarthy

John McGowan
Debra Michaels
Jared Mueller
Lydia Mulvany
Laura Muriello
Charles & Jean Murphy
Shamini Nair
Ashley Nazarak
Susan Nick

Anne Obsitnik
Cindy Ogrin
Marissa Pellegrini
Nicole Pinero
Ashley Plotnick
Nina Putcha
Mary Beth Rampolla
Madhavi Rao
James Raveret
Claire Rice

Matt Rubin’
Francesca Rugo
Nina Ryan
Matthew Schrage
Arielle Schwartz
Harriet Seymore
Nazia Shakir
Emily Shores

Jilly Simons
Turner Smith
Sharon Stein

Jeff Stone

Nick Stumpos
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2019 CONTRIBUTORS For gifts received between September 1, 2018 and August 31, 2019.

Haley Swanson
Melissa Sweazy
Bradley Templin
Jamie Thomas
Joran Thompson
Chelsey Wahlstrom
Emily Warnock

Anita Weinberg
& Mark Miller

Carrie Whalen
Brooke Williams
Mary Yang

TRIBUTES

In honor of Barbara Koren

Cohen Meyer Donor
Advised Fund

Nancy Erickson

Vibeke Roesch
Anonymous

In honor of Barbara Koren
& VOCEL's staff

Tony & Jean Barbato

In honor of Debra Michaels
The Michaels Family

In honor of Elena Grotto
The Lavin Bernick
Huber Charitable Fund
In honor of Emily Shores
Callen Raveret

Bob Neuhaus & Jane
Raveret

In honor of Hunter
Gilbertson

Tom & Sally Powers

In honor of Jonathon
Fellows

Tamara & Robert Buday
David & Lisa Burik

Ron & Patty Weiss

In honor of Lindy
Hirschsohn

Farin Scheinfeld

Marcus & Anne Wedner

In honor of Lindy Keiser
Patty Henderson

In honor of Louis
Hellebusch

Daniel Dorfman
Susan Kaden

In honor of Mary Yang
Lucy Yang
Rohan Sajdeh

In honor of Max Cahill
Tracey Buckley
Cassie Eng

James & Nancy Flink
Christopher Keogh
Oscar Lanner
Dmitry Litvak
Lindsay Wickman

In honor of Sally Powers
Mark & Sandy
McLaughlin

In honor of Sandi Weiskirch
Allison Ackerman-
Guberman

In honor of Valerie
Pokladowski

Josephine Giannoulias
Francesca Rugo

In memory of Dr. Lu
Hishmeh

The Pogue Family

IN-KIND &
VOLUNTEER
SUPPORT

Aloha Print Group
Matthew Bogue
Cristen Brown
Cabhill Family & Friends
Chicago Bulls
Chicago White Sox
CIVILIAN
CorePower Yoga
Char Damron

Thu Dang

Sarah Dickerson of
Wildwood Photography

E. &)J. Gallo Winery
Eat Purely
Eng Family & Friends

The Fellows Family
& Gift of Warmth
Participants

First Congregational
Church of Western
Springs

Lindy Hirschsohn

& Chris Coetzee

Houlihan Lokey
IMC

iO Theater
Kick@s5
Kindness Club
Barbara Koren
Lisa Kueng

Lincoln Park Preschool
& Kindergarten Parents

Lincoln Park Preschool
& Kindergarten

Amy Manelli
Native Foods
Oak Park Girl Scouts

Laurie & James
Pokladowski

Kelly Powers

Saint Teresa of Avila
Church

Sukkat Shalom
Emily Shores
Jo Terlato
Mary Yang



VOCEL BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Barbara Koren
Chairman
The Edwards Consulting Group

Jonathon Fellows
Treasurer
DiMeo Schneider & Associates

Louis Hellebusch
Secretary
GEM Realty Capital, Inc.

Erin Amico
P33 Chicago

VOCEL ASSOCIATE BOARD

Jessica Bohorquez
Constellation Brands

Molly Gilles
Northwestern Medicine

Geraldine Guichardo
JLL

Jordan Holloran
Emotion Management Program

Phillip Lee
President
Pivot Collaborative

Shamini Nair
Novantas

Amy Cahill
Non-profit Founder
More Than Milk

lan Coelho
Northwest Community
Healthcare

Char Damron
Damron Associates

Stacey Gillett
Bloomberg Philanthropies

Lindy Hirschsohn
The Boston Consulting Group
Alumna Partner

Valerie Pokladowski
Vice President

Lincoln Park Preschool &
Kindergarten

Jennifer Rotter
University of Chicago School of
Social Service Administration

Matthew Rubin
Discover Financial Services

Nick Scodro
RBN Insurance

Kendall Shearer
Outgoing Co-Chair
Rightpoint

Safiyah Jackson
The North Carolina
Partnership for Children

Lisa Kueng
Invesco

Kelly Powers
VOCEL

Ellen Morgan
Northwestern University
Pritzker School of Law
Former Dean of Academics

Emily Shores
Recruitment Chair
Chicago Public Schools

Haley Swanson
PwC

Joe Tereba
Events Co-Chair
RSM US

Maddie Wittkowske
Events Co-Chair
Baird

Mary Yang
The Boston Consulting Group
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VOCEL STAFF

Kelly Powers
Co-Founder &
Executive Director

Jesse llhardt
Co-Founder & Managing
Director of Programs

Cristen Brown
Family Support Specialist

Maritza Castillo
Teacher

Jessica Dominguez
Classroom Assistant

Natasha Dunn
Community Engagement
Manager

Berenice Esparza
Classroom Assistant

Jamie Huenink
Family Support Manager

Debra Michaels
Director of Development

Hannah Morley
Manager of Events & Office
Operations

Krystal Oyoque
Teacher

Nelly Pineda

Early Learning Manager
Alicia Stipe

Teacher

ABOUT THE PHOTOS IN THIS REPORT

Kayla Villalobos
Program Director

Sandi Weiskirch
Finance Manager

Silvia Aguilar
Program Intern

Nicole Culver
Program Intern

Eanara Ghouleh
Program Intern

Samantha Jurvich
Development Intern

In December 2019, we sent photographers out to Carson Elementary in Gage Park, National Teacher’s
Academy in Near South Side, and VOCEL’s headquarters at New Moms in Austin to chronicle a typical
two-hour Child Parent Academy session and capture our approach to early learning in action.

Photo credits: Sarah Dickerson of Wildwood Photography and Jen Ellis of Jennifer Ellis Photography.



VALUE

Build a Better
Tomorrow

With passion for early

education at the forefront,
we pursue growth and
improvement in everything
we do to create meaningful
and lasting impact. "l
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¥ VOCEL

Science at our core, children in our hearts.

VIEWING OUR CHILDREN AS EMERGING LEADERS
5317 WEST CHICAGO AVENUE; CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60651
773 887 3736 / VOCEL.COM / @VOCELKIDS




